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Executive Summary
The Youth in Agribusiness Festival

themed ‘’ Youth as catalyst for

Agribusiness development in Rwanda’’ took place on 22 November 2017
at the University of Rwanda - the College of Agriculture and Veterinary
Medicine (UR-CAVM, Nyagatare Campus).
The festival had various objectives such as to:
•

Create links and networking space among youth agribusiness
entrepreneurs with big buyers, agribusiness industry leaders, investors,
farmers’ federation and Research institutions.

•

Encourage the agribusiness companies, private investors and financial
institutions to invest in youth

•

Share the current situation on opportunities and challenges for youth
engagement in agribusiness

•

Raising awareness on existing youth forums & networks in the
Rwandan Agribusiness sector

•

Inspire more young girls to venture into agribusiness

•

Inspire the youth to appreciate the importance of forming their own
and/or be a part of the existing farmer Associations/Cooperatives.

The festival was jointly organized by AgriProFocus Rwanda, University of
Rwanda-College Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine (UR-CAVM) and Rural
Development Initiative (RDI) in partnership with USAID/PSDAG, Catholic
Relief Service Rwanda (CRS), the Youth Engagement in Agriculture Network
(YEAN), National Youth Council (NYC), Rwanda Youth in Agribusiness Forum
(RYAF) and FESY Rwanda.
The festival attracted more than 350 people that included but not limited to
UR-CAVM students, UR-CAVM lecturers, youth role models from different
districts of the country, financial institutions, government institutions and
NGOs supporting Agribusiness sector.
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I. Festival Opening Remarks
The festival started with the arrival and registration of participants followed by
the opening session which was facilitated by Lisette Van Benthum who is
Network facilitor for AgriProFocus Rwanda. In his opening remarks Mrs
Lisette explained the purpose of the event.
“Agriculture will remain to be a crucial sector to feed the growing
population. For it to reach its full potential, we need the young
generation to also embrace it. By seizing the opportunities for
agricultural innovation and making it work as flourishing agribusiness.
There are a lot of opportunities for you and there so am happy to see
you here in a such great number. Enjoy your day and get inspired!” Mrs
Lisette added.

She also thanked the partners of AgriProFocus Rwanda such as UR-CAVM,
RDI, PSDAG, CRS, Help a Child Rwanda, YEAN Rwanda and others for their
cooperation.

Photo: Ms. Lisette Van Benthum addressing the opening remarks
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While giving his welcome speech, the head of Nyagatare campus Dr. Martin
Ntawubizi who represented the principal of UR-CAVM thanked AgriProFocus
Rwanda and different partners for organizing youth festival. He also called
upon students to be more innovative and focused and not to be job seekers
but job creators. “I believe everyone here is capable of being a job creator
with agricultural skills that you acquire from this institution and you
have all means of sharing information with different stakeholders. It’s
about being determined and focused on what you want to be” Dr. Martin
added.

Photo: Dr.Martin NTAWUBIZI addressing the opening
II. Introducing the Youth in Agribusiness Festival
The festival was introduced by Aime KAYUMBA, the Director of RDI, a youthled organization started by UR-CAVM graduates, which aims at promoting
youth entrepreneurship through Agribusiness. Rural Development Initiative
(RDI) was the leading organisation of the Youth in Agribusiness Innovation
community initiated by AgriProFocus Rwanda. It is dedicated to elevate
people’s economic situation, knowledge and skills to meet their fundamental
human needs and achieve self-reliance, understanding and sustainable
changes in life especially in rural young boys and girls.
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Mr. Kayumba clarified the background and aim of the youth in agribusiness
festival of

enhancing the engagement of more youth in agribusiness by

facilitating information and knowledge-sharing between youth role-models and
those who want to enter the Agribusiness career. In his speech, he reflected
on the outcomes from the previous youth festivals where we have found that
more youth got inspired by youth agripreneurs impacting positively the
increase in number of youth engaging in agribusiness. He encouraged youth
to learn from each others, to be bold and try new things. By closing, he asked
them to register and participate on the AgriProFocus online platform (subsribe
to http://agriprofocus.com/youth-in-agri-business-rwanda) as a way of getting
more opportunities.

Aime KAYUMBA, Director – Rural Development Initiative(RDI)

2017_Youth in Agribusiness festival

III. Presenting the results from the discussion during the 3rd Youth in
Agribusiness Festival
This section highlights the key points gathered from the discussions and
presentations that took place throughout the event.
Generally, the purpose of this youth festival is to promote youth engaged in
agribusiness, It is important to connect the potential of youth in agribusiness and
all stakeholders to understand the opportunities that are found within the sector.
Most of the speakers and presenters encouraged the youth to exploit the whole
value chain and not focusing on production only. Youths were also encouraged
to strategically position themselves within the value chain where they feel their
strength lies by carrying out an in depth scan of the value chain in order to make
their business case. For example, RYAF representative mentionied that various
opportunities suitable for youth are available in sector and different partners are
willing to support youth engaged in agribusiness, more young agripreneurs are
welcomed to join the forum.

With reference to previous youth festival, we have realised that youths will
continually be more motivated and inspired when they learn more successful
case studies from their peers across the sector therefore, there is an ultimate
need to create more similar platforms and opportunities to achieve this
opportunity.
Furthermore, youth need to align their business ideas to the private sector (like
banks and other financial institutions) focus in order to benefit from the available
support from the private sector and other stakeholders. During the festival the
BDF staff highlihted different financial opportunities through which BDF supports
small and medium enterprises, individuals and cooperatives with grants and
collateral requested by banks in order to develop their businesses. They have
special programs for people involved in the whole agriculture value chain such
as:
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BDF Agribusiness Financing
BDF supports agribusiness projects in combined production and agroprocessing through quasi equity scheme where BDF co-invests with the project
promoter (owner). The package provided to viable agribusiness projects is
made up of the promoter’s contribution of 10% of the amount requested from
BDF, a grant of 30% and BDF convertible shares of 60%. The ceiling of the loan
amount under this scheme is 10,000,000 Frw given at an interest of 12%.In
agribusiness, there are the types of projects that can be financed such as
Aquaculture projects, modernized livestock and agriculture farming, Horticulture
and Agro-processing projects.
Grants
These are funds meant for easing loan repayment. Currently, there are only two
types of grant provided by BDF either through financial institutions or through
BDF direct:
Post-harvest: It’s a program that is intended to promote investments in posthavest handling of beans, cassava, Irish potatoes, maize, Horticulture and dairy
products. Activities that are supported by PASP grant include construction of
collection

centers,

dryers,

Construction

of

Stock/Storage

facilities,

Transportation and packaging materials, Other different items for post-harvest
handling (weighing scales, Maize Peeling machines, Milk Cans, Moisture
Testing, Machines, and Transformation of the said crops into other finished
products.
Rwanda Dairy Development Project (RDDP): It’s a program that is intended to
promote investments in milk value chain products in Rwanda. Here some of the
activities that are supported by PASP grant like Milk collection centers, Milk
processing centers,Storage facilities, Transportation and packaging materials,
veterinary pharmacy, boreholes,and Equipment for milk processing.

Furthermore, for effective support to be given to the youth, the government of
Rwanda and different partners are commonly working on establishing enabling
environments (For example Rwanda Youth in Agribusiness Festival [RYAF]) that
promotes successfulness of entrepreneurial minds and unusual business of
young

agripreneurs.

This

includes

policies,

stakeholder

networking and learning opportunities.
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engagements,

Most of the youth suggested that to make agriculture attractive to the youth,
significant levels of investment must be made in education at all levels,
agricultural innovations must be supported, market and rural infrastructure must
be improved and the business environment must be strengthened in ways that
will expand youth agricultural innovations.
Finally, government can also continually playing a significant role in attracting
youth in the agricultural sector. This can be done by reforming current policies
that hinder youth involvement in the sector such as access to land and finances.
There is also need for more financial investments in the agribusiness sector
which can come from either government and/or private sector organizations in
order to engage more youth. We don’t see more banks owning programs that
support youth engaged in agribusiness.

Photo: Mrs Joeline explaining financial opportunities available in BDF fund

IV. Testimonies (Success story-How to overcome fear and start
agriculture oriented business)
Throughout the event, selected youth role models had the opportunity to give
testimonies on their business ventures for the purpose of inspiring young
participants of the festival. Based on their experience, young participated for
having a platform for networking with other youth role models. Below are the
testimonies from youth role models:
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4.1. Herve TUYISHIMIRE-Livestock Bank Limited
I am Herve TUYISHIMIRE, the owner of Livestock Bank limited. I started my
business just before Christmas in 2012 with idea of pig farming and producing
their meat into products such as sausages. My company is now one of the
few meat processors in Rwanda which offers such a wide variety of high
quality products, and this has developed us a strong reputation. We work with
farmers in the production stage where we support them in supplying raw
materials like animals, veterinary services, animal feeds, and then after we
buy their animals for slaughter. We share the harvest where the farmers get
60% and 40% for us. Our product range includes raw, cured and cooked meat
products, pre-cooked dishes, fermented sausages and a variety of meat
mixes such as minced and diced meat which we turn into burgers. We are
planning to invest strategically and hope that strong sales will follow and with
these profits we will be able to open strategic distribution channels as well as
exporting our products.
I enjoy being an entrepreneur. Having my own business helps me to think big,
be more responsible and to improve my managerial skills. My ambition is to
organize myself and be self-confident in my decision making. I’m a driven
individual and I feel working hard in order to develop my business into a
successful enterprise with an impact on the community development.

4.2. Marie Ange Mukagahima_ ITETEROGAHIMA Enterprise
My name is Marie Ange Mukagahima, the owner of ITETEROGAHIMA
Enterprise. I am a social entrepreneur and I process pumpkins into different
products such as pastries, pumpkin flour, roasted pumpkin seeds, and
pumpkin seeds flour. I am 25 year old graduate from the National University of
Rwanda who majored my studies in international economics.
My social business aims to provide highly nutritious bread especially to
children under the age of 5 who are malnourished as pumpkin is highly rich in
Vitamin A, Vitamin C, VitaminB6, folate, iron, dietary fiber, magnesium,
phosphorus, potassium, manganese, and no cholesterol. It is also very good
for elderly people who battle, obesity, cancer, high blood pressure, prostate
cancer, heart disease, eye diseases or diabetes. I employ my fellow youth
and train them on how to bake. Baking is my career and I would like to
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become one of the well-known chefs in my region. I would like to learn from
more social entrepreneurs around the world how to move my business to the
next level.
4.3. Umurage Francoise Flower Garden_Blaise Pascal NIYIBIZI
Umurage Francoise Flower Garden is a horticultural business that is owned
by young generation of Rwanda who are committed and passionate about the
new farming technics that would transform the existing subsistence agriculture
then move it into the commercial and modern agriculture.
Blaise Pascal NIYIBIZI, Jean de Dieu HORANIMANA and Desange
NIKUZWE are the Co-Founders of the company. We provide gardening
services, Landscape design/Home decoration, raising seedlings in pots and in
nursery bed with the purpose of producing as many as possible rootstock to
keep meeting our clients’ preference and to satisfy the market as well. In
addition to keep finding and expanding the market for our product, our
company make art work and these paintings are describing all services that
our company provide to our clients.
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Photo:Young role models telling success stories to young participants of the festival
V. Exhibitions by Youth Entrepreneur role models
Organisations, companies and individual young agripreneurs had the time to
exhibit their products and services during the festival. Through this small
exhibition attended by 37 youth agripreneurs, it was a good opportunity for
young agripreneurs to showcase their products and services. The young
participants, policy makers, representatives of financial institutions and
development organizations visited the exhibition stands and exchanged ideas
with youth exhibitors.
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Photo:Young agripreneurs showcasing their products and serivices.
VI. Survey results
During after the event, a survey was conducted to evaluate success of the
event. In total 9 exhibitors, 2representatives from partners organizations and
23 visitors were interviewed. Below are some of the results:
6.1.Exhibitors and Development organizations
When asked if they have made any
connections,

the

young

agripreneurs answered that they
had

a

good

opportunity

for

networking, 80% of respondents
made close connections with other
agribusiness

companies
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and

partners

organizations.

When development partners asked
if they make any connections with
young agripreneurs, they said Yes
as 70% of the respondents made
connections

with

young

agripreneurs and intend to make the
follow-up appointment with those
youth

engaged

in

agribusiness.

6.2. Visitors
One of the objectives of the festival
was to create a networking space
between young agripreneurs and
different stakeholders, the results
revealed that 95% of respondents
were given a platform where new
insights were shared.

One of targets of the festival was to
link youth with different partners.
The results demonstrated that 77%
of

the

respondents

made

connections with businesses and
made follow-up appointment in the
youth in agribusiness festival 2017.
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The results showed that the youth
like the most presentations on the
testimonies/success stories of the
past youth in agribusiness festivals
(59%) which indicated role played
by youth role models in inspiring
their fellow young agripreneurs
thereby initiating new agribusiness
projects from the youths.

As it is illustrated on the figure, the
survey results showed that 73% of
the

respondents

insights

in

the

learnt

new

youth

in

agribusiness festival. The learning
activity may be applied through
presentations of policy makers,
representatives

of

development

organizations and testimonies of youth role models.
The

results

from

the

survey

revealed that 64% and 36% were
male and female, respectively. This
showed

the

way

youth

in

agribusiness festival may inspire
more young girls to venture into
agribusiness. During this festival,
there were more young girls who
participated as exhibitors and giving testimonies as well.

2017_Youth in Agribusiness festival

86%

of

the

visitors

registered

are

not

members

of

AgriProFocus platform but they
would like to become registered
members on the AgriProFocus
online platform.

VII. Conclusion
In

his

speech,

Mr

Anatole Majyambere

the

interim

coordinator

of

AgriProFocus Rwanda advised the youth that having only good ideas is not
enough. He insisted that youth must act and show results. He thanked
different partners for the contributions for the purpose of promoting the youth
of Rwanda.
He after that welcomed the province representative Mr. RUGAJU Alex,
Director of District Development Programs who thanked AgriProFocus
Rwanda and different partners for co-organizing the youth festival. “I am sure
that the participants of this festival especially the youth were given a
platform to share the ideas and experiences with different stakeholders
including these role models who shared their testimonies, for me the
festival is totally different from a normal meeting as the youth learned
with tangible things and what we request them is to put in practice the
lessons learnt from the youth in Agribusiness festival”, Mr. Alex added.
As as conclusion, it is clear that the objectives of the 3rd Youth in
Agribusiness Festival

were achieved. A platform were created and youth

were exposed to successful agribusinesses, best practices learnt, contacts
and other relevant information was shared. Different stakeholders/partners
were encouraged to keep supporting youth engaged in agribusiness in order
to achieve their objectives.
The participants of the festival were invited to join AgriProFocus platform
(www.agriprofocus.com/rwanda) so that we can network more in the way to
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promote youth engaged in agriculture towards developing agribusiness sector
in Rwanda.
Annex1. Agenda: “3rd Youth in Agribusiness Festival’’

TIME

TITLE & THEME OF PRESENTATION

RESPONSIBLE

08.00 – 08.30

Registration of Participants

Organizers

08.40 – 08.50

Welcoming Remarks

UR/CAVM Principal

08.50 – 09:00

Introduction remarks

09:00-09:05

Welcoming note and introducing the guest of honor

Governor/Eastern province

09:05 – 09:25

Opening remarks

Minister of Youth / MYICT

09:25 – 09:35

Introducing the 2017 Youth in Agribusiness Festival

09.35 – 09:45

Success story testimony from the 2016 ‘’Youth in
Agribusiness Festival’’ participant

AgriProFocus
Coordinator

Aime

KAYUMBA

Participant
Youth

What are the potential agribusiness opportunities Agribusiness
suitable for youth?

–

Director/RDI

Rwanda
09:45 - 10:05

Rwanda

(RYAF)

in
Forum

and

National

Youth Council
• Financial

Institutions

(KCB) and BDF
10:05 – 10:50

Available Financing Opportunities

• Development

partners

(Help a Child, PSDAG,
CRS)
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Organizers

10:50 – 11:20

Small Exhibition by Role Models

11:20 – 11:30

COFFEE BREAK

11:30 - 11:45

Agribusiness leader representative
4

Side

&

Young

Agripreneurs
All participants

Events

‘’Sparking

Agribusiness

successful

entrepreneur

youth

interest

in

agribusiness’’: Opportunities & Challenges of youth
involvement :
11:45 - 12:30

 Horticulture,

Organizers &

 Potato - Maize - Beans,

Young Agripreneurs

 Poultry -

Pig farming -

Beekeeping value

chains (+)
 ICT in Agriculture
Young
12:30 – 13:30

PANEL DISCUSSION + (Questions & answers)

Agripreneurs,

Financial

Institutions

&

Participants
13:30 - 13:40

The way Forwards

Organizers
Mayor

13:40 - 14:00

Closing Remarks

OR

Head

of

Agriculture/ RAB Eastern
zone.

14:00 – 14:20

Networking & Entertainment

All participants
Organizers

14:20 – 15:00

LUNCH

participants
(by invitation)
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&

Annex2. List of youth exhibitors_Youth in Agribusiness
Festival2017
No Name

Area of Expertise

Location

Tel

1

HAGENIMANA Shafi

Processing - Beekeeping

Ngoma

0784077535

2

NDAGIJIMANA Francois

Farming/Coop.Inyambo

Musanze

0784809699

3

NSHIMIYIMANA Francois

Bakery - Biscuits & cakes

Karongi

0788617746

4

BILINDA Blaise

Agricultural Mechanisation

Gatsibo

0788456664

5

Gaga Renatha

Processing-Juice and bakery

Bugesera

7

SINDAYIGAYA Jean

Juice, Cheese, Yoghurt, Jam

Ngororero

0783232900

8

HARERIMANA Jean Bertin

Bakery & Juice Processing

Musanze

0783965958

9

MUSABYIMANA Emmanuel

Tree Tomato Production

Musanze

0788934793

10

NDAYISHIMIYE Eric

Bakery & Juice Processing

Musanze

0785104737

11

NTIRENGANYA Vincent

Wine Processing

Gakenke

0783422572

12

HORANIMANA J.de Dieu

Gardening (Horticulture)

Musanze

0782418484

13

YANKURIJE Violette

Agri Procuct Craft making

Musanze

0785216880

14

Blaise Pascal NIYIBIZI

Home decoration&agri-products

Musanze

0782418384

15

MBARIMOMBAZI Felicien

Hybrid Onion

Musanze

0786920985

16

KAREKEZI Innocent

Tree Tomato Production

Musanze

0788814957

17

BYAMPIRIYE Jean Bosco

Garlic / Onions

Rubavu

0788936948

18

MANIRAGUHA Fabien

Nursery preparation&Gardening

Musanze

0788935666

19

HAVUGIMANA Fabien

Pineapple farming

Rutsiro

0786766519

20

UMUHORAKEYE M Chantal

Bakery & Juices

Musanze

0788953182

21

Rucamihigo Jean D'Amour

Rabbit farmer

Nyagatare 0783886957

22

Uwamahoro Nadia

Urukerereza(urwagwa) processing

Nyagatare 0785258886

23

Dusabe Noelline

Bakery(Biswits)

Nyagatare 0787604714

24

Rutangazwa hariru

Juice production

Ngoma

0787224746

25

Mugiraneza jobsefu

Tomato sauce processing

Ngoma

0788729359

26

Tumusifu amatecye

Bakery-Amateke

Ngoma

0782163375

27

MUKAGAHIMA Marie Ange

Pumpkin Processing breads,cakes

Muhanga

0789216047

28

Nkeragutabara Patrick

Veterinary services

Kirehe

0785540643

29

Irambona Robert

Veterinary services

Kirehe

0788524646

30

Kayonga Aloys

Juice processing

Gatsibo

0789164679

0782541435

31

ZIRIMWABAGABO Valens

Chilli farmer

Bugesera

0782938315

32

TUYISHIME Herve

LIVESTOCK Bank(Meat processing)

Rubavu

0788254169

33

Murenzi Eric

Maize/Coop.Tubehonejo

Rutsiro

788933476

34

NIYIGENA Marcella

Urusaro Creative

Ngoma

0783017079

35

HABIMANA Dominique

Processing(Chilli)

Huye

0788983753

MPAGAZEKUBWAYO
36

Celestin

Watermelon farming

Nyagatare 0787343157

37

Ntahontuye Emmanuel

Poultry farming

Nyagatare 0787271473

37

Nduwayezu Charles

Maize Farming/Coop.CoPMRU

Nyagatare 0781892277
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Youth as Catalyst for Agribusiness Development in
Rwanda

Contact:
AgriProFocus Rwanda
KG 5 Ave, House 82 Kacyiru
P.O. Box 5261
Kigali - Rwanda
M: +25 (0)788 858 704
M: +25 (0)788 561 450
W: www.agriprofocus.com/rwanda
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