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Globally, despite efforts, not only that women are disproportionately represented in 

science, business and leadership, but also that, currently, women sexual harassment are 

rampant in many industries in developing and developed countries. Women have low 

involvement in Science and Research. Women in power and decision making (both 

political and non-political) are very rare. The African, with special focus to Ethiopia, the 

situation gets worse. Hence, the status of women shows that there are plenty of gaps, which 

require systematic and strategic interventions.  

Mekelle University recognizes the disproportional participation of women and male 

professionals in the areas specified above. As one of its task under gender mainstreaming 

for improving the situation, Mekelle University, through its Office of Vice President for 

Research and Community Services, has started a unique international annual women in 

science conference series.  In 2017, a profoundly successful conference was held under the 

theme of “International Conference on Women in Science, Innovation and Development”. 

This year, the Institute of Environment, Gender and Development Studies will undertake 

the second international conference on August 9 and 10, 2018.       

 
 
 
The main objectives of the conference are: 
  

 To create awareness about the challenges of involving female academic staff in 
research and development and to shed light on ways to overcome these challenges  

 
 To provide opportunity for internationally recognized researchers-particularly 

women- to share their professional and personal experiences and to inspire young 
women in science for development 

 
 To provide opportunity for both young and experienced Ethiopian Scientists-

above all, women-to present their research and its impact on addressing societal 
challenges 

 
 To provide opportunity for building and sustaining networking among Ethiopian 

women scientists to increase the impact of their research on development. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Themes of the conference: 
 Institutional and political/transitional justice 

issues around promoting the involvement of 

women in science and development 

 Women in science and innovation: Challenges 

and opportunities 

 Women in business and leadership: Challenges 

and opportunities 

 Gender issues in academia, science, development 

and business 

 Role of women in leadership and decision 

making 

Events and conference organization  
 

 Plenary talks by internationally recognized women in 
science and development  

 
 Relevant presentation by young Ethiopian women 

scientists  
 A small panel discussion between young and 

experienced women scientists  
 Showcasing works of women in Business, Visits and 

Networking events 

 

 
Academics, researchers and those involved in 
Leadership, Development and business (especially women) 
are invited to submit an abstract of maximum 400 words to 

the email address: mu-iegds@mu.edu.et,  
 belayabera2002@gmail.com 

Deadline for submission of abstracts is 10
th

 

October, 2018, notification of acceptance is 

25 October, 2018; Deadline for submission of 

full manuscripts 5 November, 2018. 

 

World class keynote speakers will attend! 

 Mudhulika Guhathakura (Lika), PHD, Exploration 

Technology Directorate, NASA Ames Research Center 
 Achike Anthonia Ifeyinwa (Prof.), University of 

Nigeria, NSUKKA 

 Fetien Abay (Prof) Plant Breeding and Seed in 

Department of Dry land crop and Horticultural 

sciences,  Mekelle University 

 Thera Mjaaland (PHD), Independent Researcher, 

University of Bergen, Feminist and Social 

anthropologist 

  Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Writer and 

Feminist… and others are  a lso invited 
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