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Debate Winners: Gayaza High School receiving a certificate of recognition during the National 

Youth Symposium at the Source of the Nile, Jinja National Agricultural & Trade show held on 20th 
July 2018. 

“Farmers must deal with the     
“madness” in farming of practising the same       
thing over and over and expecting different       
results. Farmers need to get more organised”       
said Agume Bless, AgriProFocus youth member. 

Introduction 

AgriProFocus in partnership with Uganda National Young Farmers Association (UNYFA)          
organised a National Youth Symposium held on Friday the 20th July 2018. The symposium              
was organised under the National Agricultural & Trade Show in Jinja which provides a              
unique understanding of the entire food chain. The symposium was dubbed under the             
theme; ‘Youth in agribusiness for income generation and job creation’ with an overall             
objective of unlocking the underlying business opportunities for youth in the agribusiness            
sector. In order to achieve the above mentioned objective, the day’s program consisted of              
the following activities;  

1. Keynote Address on Youth in Agribusiness: opportunities for income enhancement and            
job creation. 



2. A panel of discussants on topical issues i.e learning opportunities, agribusiness            
opportunities 
3. A School’s Agribusiness debate between Gayaza High school and Namilyango College 
4. Sharing of Success Stories by the youth entrepreneurs.  
 

Participants:  
The symposium was attended by a cross section of people from civil society organisations,              
students from different schools at different levels, farmer organisations, Government          
representatives, the media, the private sector as well as development partners. During the             
symposium, a total of 100 participants who expressed interest to join the AgriProFocus             
online platform were registered.  This summary report therefore; presents keynote          
speeches, the progress and key outcomes from these activities. 

Keynote speeches:  

The opening speech was made by Mr. Simon Ssenkaayi, a motivational and inspirational 
speaker for sustainable youth-led development. He explained that when it came to the 
central theme of the day; there were key issues that needed to be addressed, namely: 

● Exploiting the opportunities that 
are abundantly present in the Ugandan 
Agricultural sector. 

● Empowering smallholder farmers 
to understand the value chains within 
agriculture. 

● Tapping into the opportunities 
within the agricultural sector. 

Ssenkaayi argued that understanding the 
big picture and the context of the sector 
is crucial in order to strategize and equip 

the youth with the right skills in order for them to be charge. It indicates that one needs to 
rethink the concept of global food systems. He concluded his speech by appealing to 
everyone in the agric sector to understand the business entry points within the value chains 
and positioning. 
 

The first discussant was Hon. Victoria 
Ssekitoleko, Chairperson of the Uganda 
Agribusiness Alliance who spoke about 
how aside from including agribusiness 
onto the school curricular, the youth can 
tap into the underlying opportunities in 
Agribusiness through their communities. 
She stressed that youth should exploit 
and understand the opportunities that 
are abundantly available especially in the 
rural communities, giving examples such 
as tree planting of types like Cassia which 



can be harvested over generations. She also noted that youth could equip themselves with 
the middleman ship skill set to advocate for farmer products. 

Mr. Kizza Kizito, the Country Programs Manager of the Eastern Africa Grain Council gave a 
concise overview of the challenges in agribusiness; but noted that all these challenges can 
be easily overcome if youth are taught the right skill set to practice profit-oriented farming; 
adding that; youth can be mentored into practicing agribusiness with a sense of creating 
employment.  
 

The event was highlighted with an 
interesting debate between Gayaza High 
School and Namilyango College 
discussing the motion “Can agribusiness 
be the major sector for income 
generation and employment for the 
youth in Uganda:” Both schools are 
some of the country’s leading institutions 
with a strong focus on sustainable 
agriculture and food & nutrition security 
through their Agriculture clubs and 
agriculture subjects within their teaching 

curriculum. The heated debate saw Gayaza High school; who were proposing the motion, 
narrowly edge the opposers Namilyango College with a scoreline of 64.4% whilst 
Namilyango accumulated a 62% score. 

 

 



Debate 1st runners-up; Namilyango College receive their certificate of recognition during the 
National Youth Symposium. 

Forward actions: 

● Incorporate agriculture in the formal environment and agricultural education 
curricula within the youth/schools curricula. Beyond technical skills, building capacity 
for management, decision-making, communication and leadership should also be 
central to higher education. Reforms to agricultural tertiary education should be 
designed for young people and as such the process requires their direct engagement. 

● Stakeholder collaboration 
to promote sustainable 
agricultural activities and improve 
access to finance for youth 
agripreneurs. The following 
stakeholders should be involved: 
financial institutions such as 
credit & saving institutions, 
commercial banks, and successful 
agripreneurs to provide 
mentorship, Uganda National 
Bureau of Standards. 

● Actively involve the youth in agricultural activities to ensure access to healthy food 
for their school kitchens and provide business opportunities for school-going youth 
through trading of their agricultural products to the school kitchens. 

● Awareness raising is needed on the agriculture vs production side so that the youth 
are made aware of the effectiveness of exploiting agricultural opportunities and the 
benefits of understanding the value chains in an integrated way. One way of 
achieving this is through awareness campaigns, using social media, documentaries, 
animations, branding and role models. 

Success stories: 
From AgriProFocus Uganda, two youth members and agricultural entrepreneurs shared 
their experiences. Jimmy Ouni who is an agripreneur at Truism and Bless Agume, a Coffee 
farmer and entrepreneur. 

Ouni shared the story of his company 
Truism, a peanut butter processing 
company that he is using to empower 
the agricultural value chain in northern 
Uganda in order to improve farmers’ 
productivity and market availability. 
 Ouni also provides tailor made trainings 
on entrepreneurs. 

 

 

 



AgriProFocus youth member Bless 
Agume reiterated the need for farmers 
to have a vision when practising. For the 
development of agribusiness, farmers 
need to be advised on changing their 
agricultural practices; and not focus on 
practising the same thing over and 
expecting different results. Need for 
record keeping practices that contribute 
to development especially for upcoming 
farmers who want to be in agribusiness. 
Because it works. 

Next steps  

1. For AgriProFocus Uganda to participate as Facilitators in the upcoming Farm Camp to 
be hosted by Gayaza High School, in August 

2. Organise a meet up with the newly interested schools to nurture their agricultural 
clubs. 

Insights from youth that participated in the online dialogue: 
 
During the online dialogue, Eric Abal, argued that agriculture is the backbone of Uganda. But 
it is a weak backbone because it is not being given the treatment it needs.  Farmers are 
expected to be in fully fledged businesses, but 99% of them do not even have basic 
knowledge on enterprise management. Their financial discipline is next to none. Then 
teamwork is something so foreign that it is very hard to find a farmer seeking alliance with 
another farmer, Legal knowledge is lacking. They can't even access information about 
markets. That is the situation the farmers are in. All the efforts being wasted on giving 
farmers inputs should be used to teach them management skills, bringing them into the 
digital world. So positive attitude, proper management, and a good sense of community/ 
teamwork is what we need to do to drastically improve the agricultural sector. 

Bee keeping and banana farming were identified by panellist Simon Abanyu as some of the 
business opportunities that the youth are encouraged to venture into. 

 
Live music from Jinja Youth Agricultural group: 
Jinja Youth agricultural group is a community-based organization founded by youth 

members from the community to create 
a centre for environmental awareness 
raising and the creation of sustainable 
employment opportunities. 

 The youth farm organically produces 
poultry, vegetable, eggs, vegetables as 
well as compost. About 10 children from 
the community came to the event and 
sang songs about the importance of 
environmental health for our food and 



communities. These children also practice environmental rehabilitation in their community 
and on the banks of the River Nile. 

 


