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Younger Cohort, n = 1873 children in R4
2.3%  attrition from R1-R4

INITIAL 

SAMPLE  

1999

CHILDREN

Interviewed in Round 4 =

1873 (93.7%)

Refused = 11 (0.6%)

Abroad = 30 (1.5%)

Died = 81 (4.1%) 

Untraceable =   4 (0.2%)

INITIAL 

SAMPLE  

1000

CHILDREN

Interviewed in Round 4 =

909 (90.9%)

Refused = 12 (1.2%)

Abroad = 64 (6.4%)

Died =    8 (0.8%) 

Untraceable =    7 (0.7%)

Older Cohort, n = 909 children in R4
8.4% attrition from R1-R4

Children were initially sampled from 

20 sentinel sites 
across 5 regions:

Addis Ababa, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP 
and Tigray

+
10 sites for school survey in 2013 

in Somali and Afar 



Diverse rural 
livelihood 
systems 

SELF-SUFFICENT COMMUNITIESVULNERABLE COMMUNITIES

Shumsheha: Vulnerable 
cereal; PSNP; irrigation

Do'oma: Vulnerable cereal; 
resettlement site 
(voluntary); irrigation; PSNP

Oda Haro: Urban grain export 
mostly maize; int. migration

Luqa: Vulnerable pastoralist 
in transition; food aid

Gara Godo: Highly 
populated enset +; 
coffee; migration; PSNP

Adado: Coffee; 
enset +; male 
migration

Yetmen: Urban grain 
export; irrigation 

Girar/Imdibir: enset 
+, chat, eucalyptus, 
migration

Aze Debo'a Highly 
populated enset +; coffee; 
int. migration; PSNP Korodegaga: 

Vulnerable cereal; 
PSNP; irrigated 
vegetables

Geblen: 
Vulnerable  
livestock; PSNP; 
int. migration

Gelcha: Vulnerable 
pastoralist in transition; PSNP

Kormargefia: Livestock  + products; 
barley; irrigation; int. migration

Dinki: Vulnerable 
cereal; irrigated 
vegetables; food aid

Sirba: Urban grain 
export tef,commuting

Somodo: coffee; 
chat; enset +

Turufe: Urban 
potato and grain 
export; commuting

Adele Keke: Vulnerable 
cereal; irrigation; PSNP 
chat

Harresaw: Vulnerable 
cereal; irrigation; int. 
migration PSNP

Oda Dawata: 
Urban potato and 
grain export; 
irrigation; int. 
migration

Vulnerable 
cereal +

Vulnerable 
livestock +

Vulnerable 
enset +

Self-sufficient 
enset +

Self-sufficient 
livestock +

Self-sufficient 
grain +



Youth transitions to adulthood 
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WHAT YOUTH DO AT 19 ACROSS THE 4 COUNTRIES
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Higher stydying and combined with work for girls in Ethiopia unlike India and Peru



EARLY ADULTHOOD TRANSITION MANY YOUNG PEOPLE COMBINE WORK AND STUDY

More young women are studying full-time, 
while young men are more likely to be working or combining work with studies.   

Percentage of  19-year-olds 
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INEQUALITIES BY LOCATION WEALTH & EDUCATION
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rural urban poorest richest no education > 8th grade

only studying Only working

Studying and working only married

• Big differences in studying and work between rural and 
urban, wealth quintiles and levels of parental education



Gendered youth passages to adulthood in rural Ethiopia: 
13-15 boundary-crossings
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Understanding gendered youth transitions 

• Youth transitions involve 15 gendered transitions.

• Transitions for girls tend to happen earlier than for boys. 

• Certain transitions such as circumcision and child marriage are subject to 
considerable cultural variation in the timing and procedures involved.

• Youth tend to be thought of as young men, and less attention is given to young 
women except about early marriage. 

More attention to young women’s productive roles, young men’s reproductive 
roles, and couples establishing independent livelihoods. 

 Interventions to improve youth transition need to address productive and 
reproductive issues facing the youth as well as cultural values.

• Youth transitions now taking longer due to education, limited resources (land, 
housing), un(der)employment, intergenerational issues etc.
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Girls’ transitions and transforming cultural values

• Interventions on girls’ transitions focused on stopping FGC and child marriage. 

• Imposing bans rather than convincing need for change and avoiding risks.

• Resistance some communities,  parents and adolescents. Early marriages most communities 
and FGC underground increasing risks.  

 Interventions to eliminate FGC should coordinate stakeholder involvement and integrate 
approaches with community leaders, parents, schools, HEWs, and especially girls and boys.

 Interventions to end child marriage should focus more on early teens where forced 
marriage more common and risks greater. For older adolescent girls more focus needed on 
reproductive health  and promote alternatives to early marriage through education, training
& employment.  

Special dispensations for 16-18 years olds to get married could be envisaged with oversight 
by appropriate institutions.

Forced abduction should be distinguished from ‘voluntary abduction’ or consensual 
marriage; allowing young couples to make own choices avoid parentally imposed marriages
and brideprice costs. 10



Girls’ transitions: from reproductive health to productive roles

• Initiatives for sex education and girls’ toilets in schools and sanitary materials.

Further attention to these issues building on good practices 

• Less attention to broader reproductive health issues facing adolescents. 

Youth sexual health should prioritise contraception access, support with pre-marital 
pregnancies, abortions and child bearing, involving young men and parents as well as 
young women. 

• Key issues facing adolescent girls more about education, training, employment, enterprise,
migration. 

Girls’ education particularly primary promoted. Limited attention to options for training 
and skills development for older adolescent girls.  

Options for young women’s productive roles need more attention, including access to 
credit, greater involvement in youth and women’s cooperatives, and promotion of 
business and enterprise.
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Work & community transitions: unleashing youth potential

• Youth work transitions affected by limited land access, un(der)employment leading to 
tensions between generation and siblings

• Non-agricultural youth cooperatives more successful;  youth cooperatives faced problems of 
credit, training, leadership, management and competition. 

• Many youth involved in entrepreneurial activities, particularly non-agricultural especially in 
diversified economies and greater market integration 

• Youth community transitions especially for women constrained due to resources control by 
older generation, limited employment, and capital and credit for income-generation, 
particularly affecting poorer youth.

• Youth some sites more involved in religion and less in community affairs.  

• Youth organisations focus on political mobilisation; limited promotion of economic 
opportunities.

Micro and Small Scale Enterprises > small towns, kebele centres to rural areas, 

 Individual and group entrepreneurship of young men and young women. 

Replicate relative success of non-agricultural cooperatives in rural areas.

 Involving youth in economic activities to enhance community participation
12
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Economic success
and women

participation in rural 
Ethiopia



Everywhere but unevenly…

• In all WIDE communities, cases of economic successes
– incl young people and women

• Women and girls involved in a wider range of 
activities – e.g. daily labour, small business, trade incl
large-scale

• More diversified local economies

• But big differences between communities – better vs. 
less well ‘connected’

• And between individuals – access to capital!
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Better
and less
well
connected



Large individual differences



Economic
success

Government
action

Changes in 
broader context

Personal
initiative

Access to capital 
(finance, assets, social)

So, one size cannot fit all

• Need to pay attention to context-specificity

• AND to individual specificities

• Solution cannot be the same for 

• Married woman successfully farming, diversifying in wholesale
crop trade and consumer good shop and seeking a 300,000 
ETB loan to open a supermarket in Bishoftu (husband driver)

• And a poor widow afraid to take 1,000 ETB on credit as she has 
no ‘cushion’ if she fails.



Women more economically active

• In all WIDE communities

• Women’s greater economic participation  shifts 
in social norms about women - But

• ‘We are now doing everything’

• Men concerned by these shifts; competition for 
lucrative activities

• More work needed on further changing social norms, 
and on gender equity messages addressing ‘real life’ 
concerns of men and boys 



Diversification but little support to non-farm

• The most successful individuals had portfolios of diverse activities
and sought to further diversify

• Lack of success in one activity is cushioned by others, success in one 
activity bring capital that can be invested in others

• Farming  farming + non-farm (e.g. big chat grower in Adele Keke)

• Or even entirely non-farming but multiple activities (e.g. Somodo
couple)

• Farming & non-farm activities complemented each other; emerging
local value chains (e.g. Oda Haro) 

• But very little/no support to non-farm sector in general

• Farming still a foundation for growth, esp in ‘agric potential’ 
communities, but even these need to diversify to grow further. 



Developing non-farm sector in 
‘rural’ areas

• Urban/rural boundary is blurring. 

• Support to economic activity should take account of this.

• More support to non-farm sector in ‘rural’ areas (MSEs, skilled technical
work, local agro-processing) would

• Provide employment & self-employment opportunities to women and 
young people 

• Respond to growing rural demand (phone & mill repairs, electrical
connections, ready-made food etc.)

• Open up the range of activities available for local entrepreneurs/ help 
them to further diversify.

• Support to individual initiatives is indispensable to complement
existing/planned group-based support.



www.ethiopiawide.net

www.younglives-ethiopia.org

http://www.ethiopiawide.net/
http://www.younglives-ethiopia.org/

