
 

 

The Ethiopian Network for Gender Equality in Agriculture (ENGEA) has organized the third 
forum in a series to raise awareness on gender issues. This session focuses on the 
experiences of Capacity Building for Scaling of Evidence-based Best Practices in Agriculture 
in Ethiopia (CASCAPE) project, which is one of the four projects operating in partnership 
within the Bilateral Ethiopian-Netherlands Effort for Food, Income and Trade Partnership 
(BENEFIT).  
  
The presentation started by explaining what BENEFIT is doing and its partner’s roles and 

responsibilities.  One of the BENEFIT partner, CASCAPE’s project overview was presented 

and the activities undertaken to mainstream gender in the project was illustrated. It also 

provided information on the main findings and recommendations of the gender analysis 

conducted. 

In addition, the experience of CASCAPE on developing female friendly technology with 

Hawassa University was presented.  The technologies that were discussed are Home 

gardening, Enset Processing, Milk Churner and Row weeder. The first three technologies 

were tested and feedback to improve them was gathered from women farmers and 

adjusted accordingly.  The fourth is still undergoing an evaluation phase. The detail 

presentations are attached for ease of reference. 

After the presentation, participants raised questions and comments which are as follows:   
 

- The first comment/observation was on the milk churner and how it is helpful for 

women since they are doing it crouching and does not look to be maneuvered in 

comfortable position.   

- Technologies are expected to be labor and time saving and in addition as we all 

know women are involved not only in household activities but also productive 

agricultural activities. However the technologies that are presented were 

technologies which address women’s practical needs.  So how are we actually 

addressing women’s needs if we only solve for their practical needs? How do the 

technologies address the strategic needs of women?  

- In the presentation, it is reported that the some of the new technologies are increase 

work burden together with an increase in production too and how can such 

technologies be promoted?   

- Since the project is working in AGP weredas only, how are households within the 

PSNP targeted communities benefiting from the technology development? Does it 

consider their needs?  

- Does the project work with FTC’s since they are the one who work towards 

promoting the adoption of technologies? What does the collaboration look like? And 
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it is also reported, that field day demonstrations and testing are done on an 

individual household field, what is the plan to work with FTC’s? 

- How are you working with private sectors for scale up and dissemination?  

Responses 

- The Milk churner technology is small and can be put on top of a table so they can be 

used standing or in any position the women want. It is therefore appreciated by the 

women and they are using it.  

- The new technology which increases labor is the improved seed which has high 

yielding. It did not consider the burden it will impose on labor contributions as the 

researchers only focused on the increased productivity side.   

- The project is working in AGP area and focus is only in the area by design. In the 

future the project may include PSNP HH but not currently.  The technologies are 

appropriate for all community that are engaged in such activities.  

- Technologies are piloted and tested at the field and the report of the technology 

with recommendation will be submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 

resource. The demonstrations are done in the household because most of the FTC’s 

are not functional and it will be our future plan to work with FTC’s for sustainability.  

- Before technologies are approved the needs and issues of women are collected and 

according to the report it is scaled up.   

- Mostly the technologies are developed taking into consideration women’s burden 

(based on the assessment conducted in the project). It does not consider their 

strategic needs, but rather mostly focuses on addressing their practical needs.  

- The technologies are free for the households for demonstration and trial purposes.   

- Private sectors are not involved at this point.  

Concerns and Recommendations were highlighted at the end of the discussion  

- The need for research institutions to be involved in production of female friendly 

technologies   

- There are many technologies around for e.g., irrigation related technologies, but 

they are not available for public use and also we don’t know them, so how can they 

be made available and how can this technology reach the women farmers?  

- The attempt by ATA to put in place a system of technology recording and 

information sharing need to be strengthened;  

- As part of the production of technologies there is a need to involve the private 

sector especially to ensure the multiplication and availability of technologies to end 

users including women.  

- Need to know what kinds of technologies are available and work on scaling up the 

proven technologies.   

- It is good to know what the women want regarding the technology. What is their 

need?  It is important to reconsider approaches followed by the research system in 

needs assessment; 



 
- What are the parameters considered when developing technologies for women? Do 

they adequately consider the needs of women? 

- Most of the time the technologies are developed for crop not much in mechanical 

side and how can the research center give more attention to that?  

- When working in producing the technologies, it is better to think of the registration, 

standardization, approval and the policy side.    

- The need to form a group that will take this discussion on technology forward, it is 

something tangible and useful for the women. It was recognized that adequate 

attention has been given to mainstreaming gender in agricultural R&D but still the 

challenges remain in addressing the how in the different subsectors of the 

agriculture. This demands continuous documentation and sharing of best practices 

in gender mainstreaming by both public and private actors.  

The discussion ended at 12:00 p.m.  
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