
 
 

Session 1 Proceeding “Rural Land Administration Law from Gender Perspectives” 

 
The presentation on “Rural Land Administration Law from Gender Perspectives” was made by 
Selam Gebretsion who is a Gender Specialist Land Administration to Nurture Development (LAND) 
Project which is financed by USAID. The project has been active since 2013 and will continue until 
2018. 
 
The program was organized by The Ethiopian Network for Gender Equality in Agriculture (ENGEA) 
which was established 1 year ago. The purpose of the presentation is in line with one of the 

network’s objective of creating a platform for sharing information, managing knowledge and 
experience among government and development partners”.  

 

The Rural Land Administration Law from gender Perspective is the first in a series and was 
attended by 20 network members.  
 
The presentation highlighted the role of the LAND project and its 4 components; and how 
gender is mainstreamed the gender analysis that mainly focuses on federal and regional laws,  
has identifiedroot causes with in the formal and customary law that escalate the gender 
inequalities in land administration issues around inheritance and division of land,distribution of 
land to women and men, and the laws governing them; identifies adverse impacts and/or  risks 
of gender-based exclusionand recommends actions to be taken. It also illustrated the existing 
laws and provisions prevalent that both hinder and support women’s access and control over 
land and related issues (inheritance, the right to property, marital property, Federal and 
Regional Rural Land Proclamations, family law (Federal and Regional level), contract law – 
renting  and sharecropping, principles of property law). It also indicated areas where 
interventions have been successful for example in the areas of omitting the term ‘family 
members’ and where the law of inheritance was agreed to be based on the CC,  article that 
allows women to rent out their total land right . However going forward there are still 
challenges in addressing issues related to polygamy, ensuring marital property after 5-10 years 
of marriage is jointly owned-  even if it was acquired privately; biases against the co leasing of 
land; lack of awareness about the issues to name the few.  
 
After the presentation participants raised some questions to the presenter on issues of;  
How can organizations who do not work on legislation related issues, promote the issue of land; 
what are the positive outcomes expected out of promoting and ensuring the use rights over 
land by women: how changes and improvements in the institutionalization of  join certification 
or access to land for women has been monitored for its effects  in terms of increased access to 
loans for e.g. ; how the exclusion of the term family has a positive outcome for women; the 
land certification and the difference in the implementation of that in the various regions and its 
effect;  the reasons behind the rejection of the proposal to include the article that talks about 



the duration of marriage to be 5-10 years; the effects of the difference in the  land certification 
process in the various regions; how the lack of land certification process in the Pastoral areas 
affects the needs in the region and the reasons for it; the role of federal and regional laws and 
how it affects implementation; the issue of communal land rights; and whether  legalizing 
polygamy solves the challenge related to land and polygamy issues.  
   
The response from the presenter on the various issues raised was as follows: 
 

 Working on awareness raising is important and should be done at different levels as 
information is not accessed in the same way at different levels. Women at the 
community level do not really know their rights; the legislators also have information 
gaps so it is good to work on awarenesson existing realities and issues even if one is not 
working on legal issues.    

 

 Since land is owned by the state one cannot say that women(also men) can sell and 
benefit from it, however if we should be able to guarantee that women can utilize it and 
benefit from itin the same way men do that is a great achievement.  

 

 Though it is important for the project to measure effect per se – but LAND has not 
monitoring this aspect as it is not within its  scope of work; but they have seen some 
changes when doing some field works.  

 

 The issues of the 5-10 years to enable to share equally from property, it was not 
accepted because it deviates from the personal property law, which is directing the 
other laws.   

 

 Regions have some autonomy in some areas but the federal law one is leading or ruling 
the regional one.  But the regions will take it and adjust it to their regional context.  

 

 Legalizing polygamy is not the solution but since it is in customary law, it is good to see 
the problems caused and ensure that women benefit from the land/ property.  

 

 The new appointed MONAR Minister and WAD director will present the provisions to 
the parliament; the Task Force doesn’t have access to do that.  So it is depends on the 
two officials to convince the parliament.  
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