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Unlocking the Youth Potential in Agribusiness for sustainable livelihoods 

 
 
The youth camp 2016 with the theme “Unlocking the Youth Potential in Agribusiness for sustainable livelihoods. 
“ took place at Namugongo-Kyoto Spiritual resort. From the 16th to 19th of May 2016. In attendance were a total of 
61 enterprising youth from both Kenya and Uganda. The camp mission statement was: Influencing a generation of 
agribusiness youth leaders, change agents and hunger fighting champions driven by passion and innovations to 

bring about a desired change in the agribusiness sector. It was 
organized by members of the Youth I agribusiness Innovation 
Community Lead by ICCO whose members are, Ypard Uganda, 
SNV, The Uhuru institute, Asereca, IITA, Pulida, youth 
agribusiness network Africa, TUNADO, AAIN, Agro Tourism, 
and Afri Banana. 
 
The objective of the camp was to create a platform for joint 
action on motivating youth into agribusiness through on-line 
and peer 2 peer exchange and learning from youth led 
agribusiness enterprises.  
 

 
On Day one, the focus was on introductions as well as the 
agribusiness model canvas. There was also a press 
conference, that saw various media houses represented. Day 
two had an Agribusiness field visits (seeing is believing – with 
practical learning experience) where the youth visited CURAD 
coffee Bureau, Uganda Industrial Research Institute (URI) and 
Katende Harambe modern farms. Day three primarily focused 
on the Recap from the field visits along with lessons learned, 
Business to business matching/consultations, Exhibitions and 
product pitching, there were a total of 16 exhibitors who 
made 51 deals and 8 potential Partnerships. On day four 
which was the final day there was a High level Stakeholder meeting on Youth in Agribusiness and this was 
convened in collaboration with; CURAD, FARA, ASAECA, Afribana, Uhuru Institute, Insubation in Sorghum 
Development. At the same time Pitching of Innovations from the selected participants of the youth camp 
agribusiness competition, in the afternoon saw the Launch of the Youth Agribusiness Innovation challenge (turning 
ideas into business enterprises), Award Ceremony of winners of the youth camp agribusiness competition where 
the winner-walked away with $800 cash, first runner up $300, second runner up $150 third runner up $100 and 
the fourth runner up $50. 
 

The session facilitators motivated and inspired youth to keep 
engaged in Agribusiness and further explored its underlying 
employment opportunities. They also Provided a platform for 
sharing and learning the emerging agribusiness financial and 
market opportunities for youth, through the youth Livelihood 
program and the AgriProFocus online platform among others. 
 
 
The youth learned a lot in Exploring the potential of using ICT 
and web based/on-line platforms for Agribusiness marketing, 
which saw over 40 of them register to the AgriProFocus online 
platform. 

 


