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Background of Nyama Platform 
In 2014, a group of concerned livestock stakeholders approached AgriProFocus with a call to unify livestock 
stakeholders to collectively growth the subsector, which eventually led to the formation of the AgriProFocus 
Nyama Platform to bring together stakeholders in the livestock (beef, poultry and piggery) subsector to 
advocate for appropriate multi-stakeholder action along the meat value chain to jointly solve and address 
meat sector gaps along the meat value chain.  
 
In 2015, the few stakeholders that joined Nyama platform initiated a series of advocacy and lobby activities 
that saw the allocation of 5 billion shillings to the National budget for the purchase of vaccines for the 
control of food and mouth disease. Current members (UMPCU, Solidaridad Network, PPM, 
EADD/TECHNOSERVE, SNV, ILRI, Pelum Uganda, RELINE, IFDC, OCHEO, KCCA, Agrarian Systems Ltd, MAAIF, 
Uganda Veterinary Association, Mukono District Local Government, VPWB, NICHAM Agribusiness) 
 

 
 

About the Launch  
In attendance where Over 60 invited guests from Government institutions, Development partners, Breeders, 
Framers organisations, Research institutions, processors, financial institutions, Transporters among others. 
They witnessed the launch of the Nyama Platform themed “Unlocking the meat sector potential for safe 
and wholesome meat”. Prior to the launch, the AgriProFocus Country coordinator welcomed the Guests and 
gave a preamble to the formation of the Nyama platform and the objectives which included; 

- To create enabling environment for the meat sector through advocacy for policy formulation.  
- To highlight key issues / constraints in the meat value chain for piggery, poultry and beef.  
- To provide a platform for networking, linkages, learning and sharing among meat value chain actors.  
- To link and connect meat sector businesses to financing, investment and markets.  
- To empower the participants with information on the various products in the meat sector through 

the exhibitions. 
The keynote speaker, Dr Rutebarika presented on the genesis of livestock in Uganda. The livestock sector 
contributes about 8.6% of the agricultural GDP. He highlighted the key challenges facing the livestock in 
Uganda which include poor quality meat, disease, insufficient extension services, traceability, regulatory and 
insufficient budgetary allocation. He suggested that Uganda Wildlife Authority needs to be invited to the 
platform because of the importance of the wildlife/ domestic animals interface (disease surveillance), Issues  
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of game meat need to be addressed by the platform, Other stakeholders in Animal Source Foods (goat, 
sheep, rabbits etc.) should be invited to the platform, the platform should lobby for additional funding for 
the livestock sector, a Public-Private-Partnership needs to be established to enhance funding and investment 
in the sector and that the platform should liaise with MAAIF to address the above challenges. 
 
The Chairman of Nyama Platform Dr. Joshua Waiswa shared the achievements of the platform which 
include, In 2015, Nyama platform carried out successful campaign that lobbied and influenced Parliament to 
allocate 5bn shillings to the National Budget 2015/2016 for the purchase of vaccines to control Foot and 
Mouth Disease. A beef sector Map was also done thanks to the contribution of Uganda Meat Producers 
Cooperative Union. The chairman shared the planned activities of the platform which include; Having a 
functioning livestock multi-stakeholder platform (4 quarterly meetings), Nyama platform launch Facilitate 
business linkages among livestock stakeholders, carry out an awareness campaign about African Swine 
Fever- ILRI, Grow Nyama platform members - 100 page followers, 20 active organizations among other 
activities. 
 
The guest of honour, Minister of state for Animal industry Hon Bright Rwamirama, graced the occasion 
pledging government commitment to support the activities of the Nyama platform through technical 
support, agriculture financing, genetic improvement, animal health and nutrition. He requested the 
development partners to continue supporting the Agricultural sector. He called upon the stake holders to 
register and join the platform so as to address the challenges facing the sector collectively. The event was 
climaxed with the unveiling of the Nyama platform Banner by the chief guest were he appended his 
signature to affirm the government commitment and support in recognition of the Nyama platform 
contributions.  
 

Results  
Through the presentation and discussions, the invited guests clearly understood the Nyama platform 
concept and the objectives. This was evidenced through the one on one interview about the event 
evaluation. 
 
It was agreed by all the stake holders that the livestock sector had challenges and there is need to 
collectively address the gaps. During the launch a total of 23 member registered to members of the Nyama 
Platform.  
 

 
 


