
“We are thankful to AgriProFocus Rwanda 
for organizing the Agri BDS Network Lau-
nch Event. It brought together experts in 
different segments of the agricultural value 
chain, which made it a professional net-
working place for agricultural stakeholders 
and members of the Agri BDS Network” 
Laurent Ulimubenshi (Chairman – Agri 

BDS Network Association)

Making Agribusiness Work for Development

Contact: 
Sajji Ryakunze
Country Coordinator
sryakunze@agriprofocus.com
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RWANDA

THE NETWORK

AgriProFocus is an international multi-stakehol-
der network in the agri-food sector consisting of 
farmer entrepreneurs, private sector enterprises, 
governments, knowledge institutions and civil  so-
ciety  organisations. By bringing these stakehol-
ders together, their individual and collective im-
pact increases. Active in 13 countries in Africa and 
South-East Asia, and linking 22.000 agribusiness 
professionals worldwide, we are the go-to net-
work for innovative entrepreneurs in agricultural 
value chains. AgriProFocus makes agribusiness 
work for development. 

FARMER ENTREPRENEURS

The AgriProFocus network members collaborate 
to strengthen the position of farmers and other 
agri-entrepreneurs in agricultural value chains. 
Entrepreneurs, small and medium scale, who 
are market oriented, business driven and willing 
to learn, innovate and grow. Entrepreneurs who 
together can, and will, make a difference for sus-
tainable  food and nutrition security at national, 
regional and international level.

AGRIPROFOCUS RWANDA

The importance of the agriculture sector to the 
growth and development of Rwanda’s economy is 
manifested in various ways: it contributes about 
52% to the Gross Domestic Product and employs 
over 70% of the total Rwanda’s population. Agri-
culture has the potential to create jobs for young 
people and women as well as alleviating poverty 
and redistribute wealth among the population. 

AgriProFocus Rwanda aims to contribute to this  
development by convening stakeholders from 
the private and public sector and civil society and 
stimulate agripreneurial learning, innovation and 
the creation of business opportunities.

WHY AGRIPROFOCUS?

Meet and join the over 22.000 professionals on 
our vibrant online  platform where you can share 
your questions and expertise: 
www.agriprofocus.com

Profile your organisation on the AgriProFocus plat-
form to promote your services and products. 

Join one or more of our learning communities to 
find  solutions to problems, share thoughts  &  ide-
as and innovate together. 

Visit our networking  events to establish new  con-
nections and to do business with fellow entrepre-
neurs. 

Stay up-to-date on agribusiness developments, 
relevant tenders & calls, and register to participa-
te in cutting-edge knowledge events.

Get support from our dedicated and independent 
coordination team to fit your need.

Find business links for connecting your agribusi-
ness on a local, regional and international scale.

Shape the debate on agribusiness and improve 
your agripreneurial exposure.

AgriProFocus Rwanda
KG 5 Av, house 82, Kacyiru 

P.O. Box 5261
Kigali, Rwanda

www.agriprofocus.com/rwanda

LINKING

Access to resources, 
contacts, expertise 

and tools

LEARNING

Explore, create and 
strengthen oppor-
tunities for synergy 
and joint action. 
Share knowledge 

and expertise

LEADERSHIP

Together shape the 
sustainable food 
and nutrition secu-
rity discourse at all 
levels and provide 
visibilty and credibi-

lity for members.
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What to expect in 2017

Beekeeping
Beekeeping in Rwanda is seen as a ma-
jor business opportunity, but is mainly 
practised by older men. Rwandan ho-
ney is in high demand in the national 
and international market. Therefore, 
there is urgency in stimulating youth to 
become active in beekeeping. 

In the past years the Innovation Com-
munity Beekeeping has been encoura-
ging young people to start a career in 
apiculture. AgriProFocus Rwanda will 
continue working with youth, to mo-
dernize, professionalize and rejuvenate 
this sector in Rwanda. 

We plan to stimulate access to finan-
ce for youth in beekeeping, establish a 
database on the beekeeping sector in 
Rwanda and organize business clubs 
around beekeeping sectors. 

Dairy
Dairy in Rwanda is one of the key sec-
tors that is predominantly interesting 
for the development of the agricultural 
sector. 

AgriProFocus Rwanda will create spa-
ces for network members to learn from 
the real life experience of change ma-
kers, to learn with and from each other 
to broaden and deepen their scope 
and perspective. Following the succes-
sful dairy learning labs organised by 
AgriProFocus Rwanda in cooperation 
with Land O’Lakes, Agriterra and Send 
a Cow in 2016, we will organise mul-
tiple dairy learning labs and business 
clubs in 2017. 

Besides this, our dairy learning manual 
will be translated into Kinyarwanda, to 
help Rwandans to understand and ap-
ply the content. 

Horticulture  
Horticulture is among the top priorities 
of the Government of Rwanda, as well 
as for the Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands in Rwanda. Rwanda 
is counting on its robust horticulture 
industry to fetch at least $140 million 
(about Rwf 105 billion) worth of export 
returns annually by 2020. Experts say 
the sector has potential to help diver-
sify the country’s exports and boost its 
self-reliance drive. 

AgriProFocus Rwanda will facilitate hor-
ticulture business lunches and facilitate 
in the organisation of the National Hor-
ticulture Day. Besides this, there will be 
a special focus on organic horticulture 
and an inventory will be done of Euro-
pean and other non-African horticultu-
re markets.

AgriProFocus Rwanda Network Plans

As a network we believe that entrepreneurial farmers are key 
to local economic growth, sustainable agri-food systems, and 
food security for all. Following the developments, trends, op-
portunities and challenges in the agri-sector in Rwanda, com-
bined with the interest of the AgriProFocus network members 
and partners, AgriProFocus Rwanda is prioritizing the value 
chains beekeeping, dairy and horticulture in 2017. 

By professionalizing the AgriProFocus Rwanda network on 
specific value chains and themes we intend to become the 
point of entry for all domestic and foreign actors who want 
to explore these topics. We wish to be the point of entry for 
those active within these sectors looking for linking, learning, 
cooperation and debate with others. 

Regional & Global Activities

The countries DR Congo, Burundi and Rwanda are linked to 
each other on many different levels and there is a big econo-
mic potential in trading across borders. Therefore, these three 
Great Lakes AgriProFocus country networks, will work together 
on a regional level regarding Youth in Agribusiness and the Pota-
to Value Chain. Also, the AgriProFocus networks will focus on 
stimulating youth to become ‘a new generation farmer’ in the 
value chains beekeeping and pineapple.

The Focus of AgriProFocus Rwanda

Besides the three priority programmes (listed below), AgriPro-
Focus Rwanda will continue with its activities regarding youth, 
access to finance and its support to the Agri-BDS network to-
gether with SPARK.

             www.facebook.com/AgriProFocusRwanda               www.agriprofocus.com/rwanda

               @APF_Rwanda                         rwanda@agriprofocus.com


