ETHIOPIA
Making Agribusiness Work for Development
THE NETWORK
AgriProFocus is an international multi-stakeholder network in the agri-food sector consisting of
farmer entrepreneurs, private sector enterprises,
governments, knowledge institutions and civil
society organisations. By bringing these stakeholders together, their individual and collective
impact increases. Active in 13 countries in Africa
and South-East Asia, and linking 22.000 agribusiness professionals worldwide, we are the go-to
network for farmer entrepreneurs in agricultural
value chains.

FARMER ENTREPRENEURS
The AgriProFocus network members collaborate
to strengthen the position of farmers and other
agri-entrepreneurs in agricultural value chains.
Entrepreneurs, small and medium scale, who
are market oriented, business driven and willing
to learn, innovate and grow. Entrepreneurs who
together can, and will, make a difference for sustainable food and nutrition security at national,
regional and international level.

AGRICULTURE IN ETHIOPIA
Food security remains a pressing issue for Ethiopia and the demand to deliver on the 2nd Agricultural Growth Plan (AGPII) is high. This constrain is
also an opportunity for change: there is openness
to explore new ways of improving agriculture.
As a result of the success of our soil platform and
the role AgriProFocus Ethiopia played in facilitating the 2015 Ethiopian Soil Campaign, the FDRE
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources has
decided to take soil health as a key agenda, and
to manage a nation-wide soil platform. To compliment this, AgriProFocus Ethiopia now runs a multistakeholder platform on Agroecology.
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WHY AGRIPROFOCUS?
LINKING

Meet and join the nearly 22.000 professionals on
our vibrant online platform where you can share
your questions and expertise.
Profile your organisation on the AgriProFocus platform to promote your services and products.

Access to resources,
contacts, expertise
and tools.

Join one or more of our learning communities to
find solutions to problems, share thoughts & ideas and innovate together.

LEARNING

Visit our networking events to establish new connections and to do business with fellow entrepreneurs.

Explore, create and
strengthen opportunities for synergy
and joint action.
Share
knowledge
and expertise.

LEADERSHIP

Together shape the
sustainable
food
and nutrition security discourse at all
levels and provide
visibility and credibility for members.

Stay up-to-date on agribusiness developments,
relevant tenders & calls, and register to participate in cutting-edge knowledge events.
Get support from our dedicated and independent
coordination team to fit your need.
Find business-links for connecting your agribusiness on a local, regional and international scale.
Shape the debate on agribusiness and improve
your agripreneurial exposure.

“AgriProFocus Ethiopia is a very important
network in promoting farmers entrepreneurship and in the efforts to bring inclusive
agribusiness development. It is a simple and
relatively cheap mechanism to link up with
likeminded organizations, to promote products and to get answers for challenges one is
facing in doing agribusiness.”
Desta Damena - FSRE Fund Manager

AgriProFocus Ethiopia
Laphto Mall Building
Nifas Silk Laphto Sub-city
Wereda 3, House no. New
PO Box 201319, Addis Abeba

What to expect in 2017
AgriProFocus Ethiopia Network Plans

Regional & Global Activities

The interest of AgriProFocus members in Ethiopia activities is
high, with regular requests for collaboration and activities. Especially on nutrition, gender, soil health management, dairy,
climate conscious agriculture, and (our expertise and facilitation of) learning agendas.

To stimulate international trade partnerships and expertise
AgriProFocus Ethiopia started to explore different regional and
global networks to look into linking and learning opportunities
for its Ethiopian member base. Within this global network we
aim to sell our specific Ethiopia expertise regionally, offer a regional training for country teams to learn how to start and facilitate an innovation community, and exchange linking and learning
programs with other counties.

In 2017, AgriProFocus Ethiopia will maintain three general
network opportunities. Our Business Drinks are unique and
successful in attracting a diverse audience of Ethiopian agribusinesses, NGOs, research as well as Dutch visitors. We strive to work with a wide range of international and national
partners, and we continuously aim to involve new partners.
By analyzing trends and using this in our events, we stay an
interesting network for a diverse community of practitioners.

Nutrition-sensitive Agriculture

Food and nutrition security has been
the key priority in last years, focussing
on linking and learning through the
FSRE Innovation Fund. This track is extended into the first quarter of 2017.
An opportunity for AgriProFocus Ethiopia is to connect this learning approach
with other partners and members in
food security and include dialogue and
evidence for policy making. The EU and
AgriProFocus jointly support the Platform for Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture.
In 2017, other members will be requested to contribute to the continuity of
the platform, including time of staff for
organizing four events and the promotion of the online platform. AgriProFocus Ethiopia continues to organize and
facilitate learning events for the EKN
and its portfolio of programs of Food &
Nutrition Security.

Besides this, AgriProFocus Ethiopia participates in the Youth
in Agribusiness community where the idea for a possible road
trip/caravan on youth & agribusiness in the Eastern Horn of
Africa together with Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia will be explored.

Youth in Agribusiness

70% of Ethiopians are youth. The AgriProFocus Youth in Agribusiness Network is very interested in raising the
profile of whole-value-chain agribusiness opportunities for youth employment and entrepreneurship. As there
is very little data on Ethiopian youth
in agriculture, the network is sharing
papers on youth in agribusiness, and
making opportunities for sharing of
experience in engagement of youth in
agribusiness.
The network is also developing a series
of field visits to agribusinesses and training centers that are involving youth
in skills development and experiential
learning. The FDRE Ministry of Youth
and Sport is our partner in this initiative, as they share a common goal of
increasing on-farm and off-farm youth
employment, particularly in rural areas.
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AgroEcology

Ethiopia suffered climatic shocks in
2015/2016 affecting conventional agriculture most; failing to achieve productivity targets.
AgriProFocus Ethiopia identified an
interest to increase Ethiopia-specific
knowledge of agroecological agriculture. In 2017, AgriProFocus and Tufts
University co-host four learning events
under the Agroecology Platform.
Also, we expect to conclude a mapping of agro-ecological projects and
practices in the different agroecological zones. This exercise is a first step in
documenting agro-ecological practices
and building the evidence base for government policy and extension services. The online platform will be used to
announce events, news, and documentation.
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