
 

  

 

AgriProFocus is a growing network that links its members 

and other stakeholders around specific topics in different 

value chains & services through country coordination and 

local thematic leaders. AgriProFocus Innovation 

Community on Access to Finance in partnership with 

Mbarara District  Farmers Association (MBADIFA), SNV, GIZ 

AGRUFIN, The Hunger Project, Agritera, Trias, TIDE 

Project–SNV, AMFIU,  organized a regional finance fair in 

Mbarara, Western Uganda with objectives of providing a 

platform for building business links and brokering deals 

between farmer entrepreneurs in the livestock sector and 

financial service providers as well as jointly find solutions 

to other challenges in the livestock value chain. 

The event attracted a total of 280 participants 180 

male and 100 female. Total number of exhibitors 

(Financial service providers and Value chain actors) 

was 21 of which 6 were Banks, 7 were SACCOs, 5 were 

insurance companies and 4 were Value chain actors. 

Deals made for flow up were 225. Online registration 

got 77 individuals of which 58 subscribed to the 

Agricultural and Rural financial platform. 

 

Day One: Workshop Session 

Whilst welcoming the participants to the finance fair, the 

Country coordinator for AgriProFocus Mrs. Lucy Asiimwe 

Twinamasiko encouraged them to make the most of the 

two-day event and use borrowed funds appropriately. 

The key note speaker Arinanye Clayton, Uganda Crane 

Creameries Cooperative Union (UCCCU) shared the 

background of the livestock sector, opportunities and 

challenges. He emphasized the following as a way forward: 

 Design financial products that are tailor made to suit 

the dairy sector and encourage linkage banking  

 Promote use of warehouse receipt system  

 Extend financial services to the remote areas 

 Have a policy on regulation of interest rates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farmers were briefed on the best practices of 

financial management for the livestock value 

chain and the role of the Uganda Agriculture 

Insurance Scheme. A presentation on the role of 

Uganda’s Agriculture Credit Facility (ACF) in 

financing agriculture was delivered.  Activities for 

day one were concluded by the launch of the 

Agricultural and Rural Finance platform by 

representative for L.C V chairman Mbarara 

Muhangi Asaph on behalf of Captain Bamuturaki 

JB Tumusiime. 

Day 2: Exhibition, Business to Business match 

making. 

Edward Kamoga took the profiled user groups 

through the basics of financial management. Here 

below is a summary of issues that ensued from 

the discussions thereafter: 

 More sensitization on ACF especially in 

remote areas, set targets for commercial 

banks regarding the ACF.  

 Address the perception that Financial 

institutions have about agriculture being 

risky. 

 Use available advocacy platforms to 

advocate for reduction /removal of 30% 

taxation of profits for SACCOs. 

 Channel funds for agriculture credit e.g. ACF 

through financial institutions like SACCOs 

that are closer to the farmers. 

 The need to empower boost negotiating 

capacity of farmers with financial 

institutions. 
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Agribusiness service providers and financial 

service providers pitched their products. Later, 

private meetings were held between the two 

groups. The event concluded by handing out Certificates to exhibitors.  

Below is a pictorial of the event;

 

Figure 1Financial Institutions and service providers pitching their products 

   

Figure 2: Business to business sessions between farmers and financial Institutions 

  

Figure 3: Country Coordinator AgriProFocus handing out certificates to organizers (GIZ) and exhibitors (Jubilee Insurance) 

“Thank you AgriProFocus for organising this event. It has enabled us to attract 30 Clients who have 
bought our products; we are yet to follow up deals with 25 clients. Medlink is committed to partner with 
AgriProFocus and exhibit in all the events” Mr Ayella Morris of Medlink lab and surgical ltd. 
 


